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place of halt was Naples, next Florence and Modena; the police
made him leave the last two cities. So he went back to Paris,
where his spiritualism and magic earned easy money from
Madame d'Urfe. He put her through strange rites to be made
young, and at the end she seemed to believe that the miracle
had taken place. " I owe all my happiness to you," said the
deluded sixty-year-old lady. He obtained plenty of money,
and went off to England, with introductions to the Duke of
Bedford, and rented a nice house in Pall Mall. After some
months of gay suppers and theatre-parties he cashed a false
draft at a bank and had to flee, by way of Dover and Dunkirk,
to Germany. At Berlin he obtained an interview with King
Frederick, and seemed to convince the great monarch that he,
Casanova, was a skilful hydraulic engineer. Waiting for royal
employment, he was shocked and pained by an offer from the
King to give him a post as schoolmaster. So he dashed off to
St Petersburg by way of Konigsberg and Mittau. He had
several interviews with the great Empress Catherine, and
remained on, expecting employment, until he saw his departure
significantly announced in the official gazette. He departed
for Warsaw, was kindly received by Prince Adam Czartoryski
and King Stanislaus, and spent long hours studying Polish
history and politics in the great library of the Bishop of Kiev.
The notes which he then made he used later in writing a
History of the Troubles of Poland. An intrigue and a duel
resulted in his having to leave Warsaw; King Stanislaus gave
him a thousand ducats, glad to see the last of him.
Next Casanova went to Dresden, where his brother, the
painter, was now successfully established; to Vienna, where
Mark Theresa's strict administration soon made him move
oa, to Augsburg; then he set forth, by way of Paris, to Spain,
where he decided to engage in the development of mines. He
had letters of introduction to Count d'Aranda, chief Minister
of Charles III. The Minister coldly told him to be on his
good behaviour. Raphael Mengs was at Madrid now, as Court
Painter* He did not welcome Casanova, who was soon shut up
in prison, either for possessing forbidden weapons or for com-